IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A storage medium for the optical 
storage and retrieval of information, the storage medium 
comprising : 

a substrat e ; > ! 

an active layer for 
retention of data, 

the active layer ; 2 : . 4 ^ , * \ ^ 

: ! \: S« .. SlibSLT U : ;? 1)1 V-f : i "1= 4r Si pre GO' (.'! ml i rlCCl pU t. l.Cm "f4--j Of 

bit positions 

: i i ' ■ : .- :.\\ : '. : i Mui ih; : / " , \ \ : i ■ •:' M ; ; N : P : ..• :' ° • . '• . •. ,.: • ,•' • 

- C". ^ - ^ . ^ ^ v , , * * r-. . 

2. (Currently Amended) &-~ -Th.e storage medium as claimed in 
claim 1, characterized in that the substrate ~fi~)- is provided with 
the pre-determined pattern (A ) of bit positions 

3 . (Cancelled) . 

4. (Currently Amended) &~ -Th.e storage medium as claimed in 
claim 2, characterized in that the pre-determined pattern -f4f 
comprises an at least partial quasi-hexagonal or quasi-square 
pattern . 
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5. (Currently Amended) A— The storage medium as claimed in 
claim 2, characterized in that the scaled distance between 
centers of the bit positions 4.4, 14', — rrr-is less than 0.84- r 

S«^#^a4>ly K^3 V ;,. • . • ] . 

6. (Currently Amended) A — The storage medium as claimed in 
claim 2, characterized in that the scaled distance . : " between the 
active layer at a first bit position and the active layer at an 
adjacent bit position is less than 0.42 • Kh 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of manufacturing a storage 
medium for the optical storage and retrieval of information, the 
method comprising the ■ £ -e l -l-owi-rtg--steps_of : 

, - v .o, "o, a substrate +> 5 *s . . ^ - ^ x" with a pre- 
determined pattern -{-44 of bit positions {4-4--,- 44- ! -- y — f 7 

Xo;i4lDiL..an active layer -f-2- S -'■ --. ----- --)^in....5.uh;s tant.iai.lv; 

v- j tracJi3,...OD - . ^ " , v for retention of data., said 

a.ye.r....c - provided... on the....subs tr ate substantially 

at the location of the bit positions 44.-4- y 44 . -v-V-in ...the 



8. (Currently Amended) A .ij-s ^ method of manufacturing a storage 

medium as claimed in claim 7, characterized in that „ " s - , \ 
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co^Qrise&,,,,usirxg iii , a pressing tool to generate the pre- 
determined pattern 4-4--) of bit positions < i 4 . 14*. . . ) . 

9. (Currently Amended) A i N method of manufacturing a storage 
medium as claimed in claim 8, characterized in that. ..said 

'4*:4:4;l:4L.c.rO; ■ 4\: - -J:J : .44.14..::4L 444 sit .1 o n s....p ro.;/j : .:leci...on y';44..43:]b4444444:4 

coBP.y.-i.ses, a two - dimens i ona 1 strip of bit positions { M , M ' , -.:--.--.--}- 

in the form of a spiral ^ ^ * ^ x ^ . s ^ x . 

10. (Currently Amended) fe~ -The method of manufacturing a storage 
medium as claimed in claim 7, w.bcrein....3.ai.d ..jfci;l:.od..further 

3 , ^ the step of.;. 

providing a mirror layer 44-S4-- -between the substrate and 

the active layer. 

11. (Currently Amended) A --The ...method of manufacturing a storage 
medium as claimed in claim 7, viB^'V^i 

the step of.:. 

providing a thermally insulating layer 4-4-4--! between the 

active layer -f4 T -2--H- ----> at a first bit position 44 and the active 

layer at an adjacent bit position- -f)-. 

12. (Currently Amended) A record carrier having information 
written thereon, characterized in that the information is coded in 

an active layer •; 2 , ' , . . . ) prov i dcd by a method of manufacturing 

as claimed in claim 7 . 
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13 . (Currently Amended) A ih N record carrier as claimed in 
claim 12, characterized in that the record carrier is an optical 
disc . 
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